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2024 Hamadera Church Ten Days of Prayer for Peace
What does peace mean to you? What does the peace of Christ mean?
Hamadera Church  Miyake Fusae
One day, when | was wondering about the meaning of the peace that Christ
preaches, Father Murata said during a homily at Mass (John 14.27-31a) about
the peace of Christ being "harmony between God and creation.” Everything is
created by God and is given equally to all human beings.
There, | came across a picture book titled “Uncle Kaka Murad Nakamura.” While
working in Afghanistan, he saw a baby’s back covered in red sores and said,
“Just wash it with clean water, and drinkable water is fine.” He dedicated his life
to building irrigation channels and was shot dead. A children’s story written to
pass on his name in Afghanistan, titled “"Hitotsubu-no-mugi (A Grain of Wheat),”
a Japanese translation of Sada Masashi, was dedicated to Dr. Nakamura. The
lyrics are published in the August issue of Hamakko.
For the “Ten Days of Prayer for Peace,” Hamadera Church worked for three
weeks (July 21st, July 28" and August 4th) to respond to the theme of “What
does peace mean to me?” through the life of the late Dr. Nakamura Tetsu.
During the Mass, we sang “Prayer for Peace of Saint Francis.”

On July 21, the congregation sang the song “Hitotsubu-no-mugi” and each
meditated on “What does peace mean to you?” On July 28th, we prayed
together “prayer for Peace of Saint Francis of Assisi, and also made folded
paper cranes and posted them on a bulletin board facing the road, asking our
neighbors to think with us regarding what peace means to us. On August 4th,
we prayed again “Prayer for Peace”, meditated, and sang “Hitotsubu-no-mugi.”
The late Dr. Tetsu Nakamura writes in his book that peace is not an idea, but a
reality. David's poem conveys an enduring truth that transcends the time of
thousands of years.

“The Lord is my shepherd, | lack nothing. He makes me lie down in green

pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul. Even though |
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walk through the darkest valley, | will fear no evil. Surely your goodness and love
(Excerpt from Psalms 23)

(NHK Publishing, Nakamura Tetsu's book “God is with us: 30 years of fighting in Afghanistan”)
No matter how much we pray, wars and conflicts will occur both in Japan and
overseas. Have you ever found yourself giving up? This is a message from Pope
Francis:

“The peace of Jesus is not a peace that stands above others, nor is it an
armed peace. The weapons of the gospel are prayer, kindness, forgiveness,
unconditional love, and love for each individual. This is how God's peace is
brought to the world.”
| was reminded of the importance of arming myself with the weapons of the
gospel and continuing to pray tirelessly and without ceasing.
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Marine Day Concert 2024
After the Mass on July 21, after the stage setting, the annual “Marine Day Concert”
begins.
This year's event began with a cute song by the Izumi-Otsu Youth Choir, followed by
guitar playing, ocarina performances, and the singing of "Mary's Heart” and “Lord’s
Prayer” in sign language by members of the sign language class of lzumi Church,
and the singing of the chorus group "BUDOUNOK!".
After the concert, it is time for the sweets party at “Mom’s Shop”. Cakes and cookies
that look like professionals are lined up. In No time at all, various sweets were sold
out.
The proceeds from this sale will be sent as a donation to the victims of the Noto
Peninsula Earthauake.
It is a concert that is held every year except during the corona infection period.
Various events can be held with the participation of non-believers. Since it is a
church event, it is important for the participation of the congregation, but | would like
to deepen the fact that it is a church rooted in the community.
| would like to express my gratitude to those who performed at the concert this time.
We are also looking forward to the concert next year.
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August 11 Peace Season Event

There was a report on the Tokushima fieldwork (learning about the Tokushima Air
Raid & interacting with Tokushima Church) conducted on June 22. We Tistened to Mr.
Mr. Matsunaga, curator of the Tokushima Prefectural Museum, explain about the
Tokushima Air Raid while looking at the remains and traces of the air raid, and showed
a video of what we visited. What was difficult to convey from the contents of the
August issue of the newspaper was able to be seen through the video, and | think
that my understanding has deepened.

After that, we listened to the participants’ impressions and the reasons for doing
this feel work, and everyone made a bouaquet of prayers by Mr./Ms..
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August 15: Feast of the Assumption of the Virgin

The Mass of the Assumption of Our Lady was held at Hamadera Church with
Izumi Block officiated by Father Murata, and the joint mass from 930 am. was a
watermelon and popsicle party.

At the mass, the congregation from Kishiwada, Hamadera, and
lzumi gathered and Mr./Msthe temple was full, and then we moved
to the coneregation hall for a watermelon party, and P+ &
everyone who gathered Mr./Ms. to taste a large :
amount of watermelon.

% FE Youth Kishiwada District Peace Experience
Learning
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This year, | will go to Hiroshima, the site of the atomic bombing
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» About the Mass on the Day of the Dead
The Day of the Dead Mass is usually held on November 3, but this year November 3
is a Sunday and there is a block joint confirmation ceremony, so the Mass on the Day
of the Dead will be held on November 4.

Hours are from 9:30.
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* |Izumi Block contract Confirmation Ceremony about
This year's confirmation ceremony will be held on November 3 at Kishiwada Church.
8/14 A one-day study session on the Sacrament of Confirmation was held at
Kishiwada Church.

In preparation for the confirmation ceremony, everyone who receives confirmation is
doing their best to study.

Please pray for God's grace.
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* This year, we also applied to open a store on International day 2024, an event of
the Archdiocese of Osaka Takamatsu.

The results of whether or not to open a store on September 30 will be known, and
the dates and locations are as follows.
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Location: St. Mary’s Cathedral, Osaka

Date and time: October 20 (Sun) 11:00 - Mass There will be a stage and stalls in the

parking lot from the afternoon
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Lord God, faithful,

You made us in your own image.

Never leave us alone,

He will be with you at every moment of
your life.

Do not abandon us, but watch over us.
When we find ourselves,

Let me remind you that | am your child.

Renew our hearts with the Word of
God,

Let no one be forsaken.

May the Spirit of love fill us with your
kindness.

To the people you meet on your journey,
Teach me to say, 1 will not abandon
you.”

With the help of His beloved Son,

Let us not lose our fraternity,

May we not succumb to the sorrow of
loneliness.

Help us look to the future with renewed
horpe.

“World Day of Prayer for Grandparents
and the Elderly”

A day without loneliness,

Make your day full of firstfruits of peace.
Amen.

(TEEERIT Google BER) English translation is Google Translate
Q024 E78198 BANRY ORI ETIRESSTO)

NEWS




