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The parish of Selborne lies in the extreme eastern
corner of the county of Hampshire, bordering on the
county of Sussex, and not far from the county of
Surrey; is about fifty miles south-west of London, in
latitude 51, and near midway between the towns of
Alton and Petersfield. Being very large and extensive,
it abuts on twelve parishes, ...

[Pennant 1]

The parish of Selborne, by taking in so much of the
forest, is a vast district. Those who tread the bounds
are employed part of three days in the business, and
are of opinion that the outline, in all its curves and
indentings, does not comprise less than thirty miles.

[Pennant 5]
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Freestone and Forest-stone B & & # A

The right- hand house was built in 1793, the year in which
Gilbert White died, with walls of freestone and forest-stone. This
picture was taken in the 19th century.
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This is the same house in 2002, although the right-hand part
was added later. The Hanger is seen in the background, as it
was centuries ago.

ALRON02EDE, HHONSIFREIEMSNIELD, M
HILAER L L SICHAITNVA-—DNRLND,

6

This stone is in great request for hearth-stones and
the beds of ovens: ... When chiseled smooth, it makes
elegant fronts for houses, equal in colour and grain to
the Bath stone; and superior in one respect, that, when
seasoned, it does not scale. Decent chimney-pieces are
worked from it of much closer and finer grain than
Portland; and rooms are floored with it; but it proves
rather too soft for this purpose. It is a freestone, cutting
in all directions; ...

In Wolmer Forest I see but one sort of stone, called
by the workmen sand, or forest-stone. ...

From a notion of rendering their work the more
elegant,and giving it a finish, masons chip this stone into
small fragments about the size of the head of a large nail;
and then stick the pieces into the wet mortar along the
joints of their freestone walls: this embellishment carries
an odd appearance, and has occasioned strangers
sometimes to ask us pleasantly, "whether we fastened
our walls together with tenpenny nails."
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Lapwing % 4 1)

[lapwing]
Lapwing
Vanellus vanellus 28-31cm
A7) HE
(tageri)

% Wolmer is now spelled Woolmer.
Wolmer [FIR7E(E Woolmer & 5N 5,
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Should I omit to describe with some exactness the
forest of Wolmer, of which three fifths perhaps lie in
this parish, my account of Selborne would be very
imperfect, as it is a district abounding with many
curious productions, both animal and vegetable; and
has often afforded me much entertainment both as a
sportsman and as a naturalist. ...

This lonely domain is a very agreeable haunt for
many sorts of wild fowls, which not only frequent it in
the winter, but breed there in the summer; such as
lapwings, snipes, wild-ducks, and, as I have discovered
within these few years, teals.

[Pennant 6]

Soon after the lapwings have done breeding they
congregate, and, leaving the moors and marshes,
betake themselves to downs and sheep-walks.

[Pennant 39 Selborne, Nov. 9,1773]
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Mallard ¥ £
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[duck, wild-duck] ot
Mallard
Anas platyrhynchos 51-62cm
IHE ERB
(magamo)
[teal]
Teal
Anas crecca 34-38cm
aHE /B
(kogamo)

[widgeon, wigeon]

- 4 Wigeon

G Anas penelope 45-51cm
ERFUAHE HEES

(hidorigamo)
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Wolmer-pond, so called, I suppose, for eminence
sake, is a vast lake for this part of the world, containing,
in its whole circumference, 2646 yards, or very near a
mile and a half. ...

On the face of this expanse of waters, and perfectly
secure from fowlers, lie all day long, in the winter
season, vast flocks of ducks, teals, and wigeons, of
various denominations; where they preen and solace,
and rest themselves, till towards sun-set, when they
issue forth in little parties (for in their natural state
they are all birds of the night) to feed in the brooks and
meadows; returning again with the dawn of the
morning. Had this lake an arm or two more, and were it
planted round with thick covert (for now it is perfectly
naked), it might make a valuable decoy.

[Pennant 8]

INT—HEVIDREBEOLEMET ML) LA TL
BOEEBWETH, ZoAIcL TRAERSE T &
DTT, FHEIX 2646 ¥ — F (=8 2420m), 1 7 1 /L ¥ (
EHnxd, -

CORNEIKBBLEVDTEBESIZHEDNZCERLD
FHA, ZIIHRBLEHE, 2HE, LFVAERED
RBEEN—B P KBIZEPATOET, BPEPEVEL
EOVDOAUNERNEZRDT, BERIZKRBEPSILBTITERS
THRMEMAERD (TNH0BEEBRDRETES
TRIAMELDTY) CHPrFET, FLTRAFICE
RoThREST, TOMITHEI—DZD2DANAAKLL
ZA5HN, ABICFERIBLEINSNE (532
(BRORETY) FORBIZHBZETATT,

[R+> b 8]

15



Raven 74 ') A5 X

[raven]
Raven
Corvus corax 64cm
DAYHTSR ER

(watarigarasu)
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On the Blackmoor estate there is a small wood called
Losel's, of a few acres, that was lately furnished with a
set of oaks of a peculiar growth and great value ...

In the centre of this grove there stood an oak, which,
though shapely and tall on the whole, bulged out into a
large excrescence about the middle of the stem. ... On
this a pair of ravens had fixed their residence for such
a series of years, that the oak was distinguished by the
title of The Raven-tree. ... It was in the month of
February, when those birds usually sit. The saw was
applied to the butt, the wedges were inserted into the
opening, the woods echoed to the heavy blows of the
beetle or mallet, the tree nodded to its fall; but still the
dam sat on. At last, when it gave way, the bird was
flung from her nest; and, though her parental affection
deserved a better fate, was whipped down by the twigs,
which brought her dead to the ground.

[Pennant 2]
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