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" Two years ago I asked Dr. Heinrich if the Gleevec resistant mutations
are pre-existing, then why they are not detected in tumor samples. He
said that the mutation could be 1 out of billions of cells, so a PCR machine
may not be able to detect it."
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(1) Secondary mutations in the kinase domain of the KIT gene are
predominant in imatinib-resistant gastrointestinal stromal tumor
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/do0i/10.1111/7.1349-7006.2008.00727.x/full
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